
What do EOSC Rules of 
participation* imply **?

* and FAIR principles

** as Research Infrastructures policies

Ari Asmi, PhD, eMBA
(now director @ RDA Assocation)



FAIR PRINCIPLES



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

EOSC RULES OF 
PARTICIPATION
(RoP)

https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/914863
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://flickr.com/photos/crisscrosscircus/2552006274
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://researchleap.com/earnings-management-leads-sub-optimal-investments-firms-empirical-evidence-textile-sector-pakistan/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://freepngimg.com/png/65023-thought-thinking-emoji-free-hq-image
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.deviantart.com/art/Gears-577240939
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


EUROPEAN (DISTRIBUTED) RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://flickr.com/photos/crisscrosscircus/2552006274
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://researchleap.com/earnings-management-leads-sub-optimal-investments-firms-empirical-evidence-textile-sector-pakistan/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://freepngimg.com/png/65023-thought-thinking-emoji-free-hq-image
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.deviantart.com/art/Gears-577240939
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Policies?
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Each production dataset has a globally 
unique persistent identifier assigned to 
it.

Each production dataset type has a 
definition and scope, including a 
defined resolution (temporal, spatial 
and content). 

Each production dataset type has 
documented quality indicators, and the 
dataset metadata includes this 
information

RI has a sustained solution for provision 
of globally persistent identifiers for 
digital objects

Globally unique PIDs are sustainably 
and automatically resolvable to 
relevant (meta)data

All metadata records related to 
production datasets have a globally 
unique PID

Metadata use a formal, accessible, 
shared, and broadly applicable 
language for knowledge representation

Metadata primarily uses controlled 
vocabularies. These vocabularies are 
available and fulfil the FAIR principles

Services provided to users must be 
documented with relevant and accurate 
metadata enabling their use, and 
evaluation of their quality. 

Metadata should include a way to user 
to evaluate the FAIRness of the 
datasets or services

The metadata for services and data 
must include a reference to the Terms 
of Use and Licenses applicable 

Services using datasets maintain the 
link to data origin in their metadata or 
other provided auxiliary data

Dataset and service metadata contains 
necessary information to evaluate the 
provenance and transformations done 
to the original dataset(s). Earlier 
versions of the processed datasets are 
directly indicated via PIDs.

Metadata records must include 
recommended 
citation/acknowledgement string, 
including relevant PID.

PIDs will resolve to relevant metadata 
even after the datasets are no longer 
available.

RI develops and upkeeps a process for 
data deletion or reduction, including 
relevant changes to metadata if this is 
necessary.

Policy documents and publicly 
available and linkable from the 
metadata

Infrastructure service design must 
include considerations to limit liability 
for the RI

RI must have a right to license the 
production datasets for further use.

RI must comply to relevant regulations 
and scientific practices related to 
authorship and privacy in their 
metadata fields

Metadata and data technical access 
follows commonly accepted protocols

For datasets requiring authorization 
procedures, the process is 
documented and transparently 
available

Access to authorized users can be 
obtained via a trusted federated 
system

Production datasets have a suitable 
license, and this documentation is be 
included in the linked metadata.

Metadata records have a suitable 
license, and they are documented 
accordingly.

Open (non-restricted) access is the 
default access mode for production 
datasets, and decisions to otherwise 
need to be justified accordingly

The services open to EOSC are intended 
to be available to all users, regardless of 
their origin

RI maintains an information repository 
which contains information on origin 
and all transformations done to each 
dataset  , with relevant PID references. 

Metadata includes a clear 
qualified  reference to the data they 
describe

Metadata records for (production) 
datasets are registered or indexed in a 
searchable and openly available 
repository

Each production dataset is 
accompanied or linked with detailed, 
rich, and documented metadata

31 recommendations of policy statements
Metadata policies
PID policies
Service Sustainability
Access policies
Etc.

https://tinyurl.com/envripolicydraft



Current situation…
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unknown) 
amount of 
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Some conclusions (?)

• EOSC RoP and FAIR principles imply several 
organisational decisions

• There is no clear consensus what these even are
• ENVRI Policy FM tries to map some of them
• Many organisations (here RIs) are not even aware of 

what they need – let alone deciding and documenting 
them

• What is decided is not usually visible to users (or anyone) 
• This is not helped by the diverse organisational 

structures of the European Ris

• There is significant (but unknown) amount of 
undocumented organisational debt related to EOSC



Happy families are all alike; 
every unhappy family is unhappy in 
its own way

We don’t know yet what the ”happy” in EOSC even means


